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SERMON. 


EZEKIEL, XXxIv. 6. 


My sHEEP WANDERED THROUGH ALL THE MOUNTAINS, AND UPON EVERY HIGH 
HILL; YEA, MY FLOCK WAS SCATTERED UPON ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH, AND 
NONE DID SEARCH OR SEEK AFTER THEM. 


Tuts isa melancholy yet most exact account of the 
state of Israel at the time Ezekiel wrote his prophecy. 
The holy city was in ruins, the temple burnt, most of the 
people in captivity beyond the Euphrates; while the 
poorer classes, who remained in the land, were without a 
sanctuary, without an altar, without a priesthood. In the 
words of another prophet, “ Zion was a wilderness, Jeru- 
salem a desolation. ‘Their holy and their beautiful house, 
where their fathers worshipped, was burnt up with fire ; 
and all their pleasant things were laid waste.” How forci- 
bly is their spiritual destitution described in the chapter be- 
fore us? Although they were God’s peculiar people, and 
the sheep of his pasture, yet there was for them no kind 
shepherd to protect and defend the helpless, none to take 
the tender lambs in his arms, none to bring back the wan- 
derers to the fold, none to feed and guide the flock, and 
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lead them to green pastures and beside the still waters. 
«They were scattered,” says Jehovah, in the verse prece- 
ding my text, ‘* because there is no shepherd ; and they 
became meat to all the beasts of the field when they were 
scattered ;” that is, their enemies, as so many beasts of 
prey, spoiled and devoured them. ‘“ My sheep wandered 
through all the mountains, and upon every high hill; yea, 
my flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and 
none did search or seek after them.” But this state of 
things was not always tocontinue. God had still a care 
for his flock, and a watchful eye over them. Grievously 
as they had erred, the time, He assures them, would come, 
when they should be brought back again. The Jews must 
be restored to their own land, they must once more rebuild 
their temple, erect anew their altars, have pastor's after 
God’s own heart to feed them, and Jerusalem be made a 
praise in the earth. “Thus saith the Lord God, behold, 
I, even I, will both search my sheep and seek them out; 
and they shall no more bea prey. And I will set up OnE 
SHEPHERD over them, and he shall feed them, even my ser- 
vant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their 
shepherd.” ‘That these promises, and those which follow, 
to the end of the chapter, relate to the kingdom of Christ, 
there can be no doubt. But have they been fulfilled ? 
When tue One Suepnerp came, did he find the spiritual 
condition of the Jews any better than it was in the pro- 
phet’s time, six hundred years before? Alas, no! “ When 
he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on 
them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as 
sheep having no shepherd.” 

And is there any thing, my brethren, in the state of the 
world in our own day, which may be regardedas parallel with 
the condition of the Jews, either at the time when the pro- 
phecy of my text was uttered, or at the time when our 
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Divine Redeemer appeared upon the earth? Were he to 
revisit it now, could he not say, “My sheep wander, my 
flock are scattered, and none do search or seek after them?” 
A moment’s consideration may convince us that it is even 
so. For who are Christ’s flock? Not the Jews alone— 
“The lost sheep of the house of Israel”’—but the Gen- 
tiles also. He came to seek and to save “the lost,” all 
the lost; and it was of the Gentiles, as distinguished from 
the Jews, that He said, “Other sheep I have, which are 
not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they shall 
hear my voice ; and there shall be one fold and one shep- 
herd.” O, blessed words of promise! ‘“ There shall be 
one fold and one shepherd.” The Saviour himself hath 
said it! In our efforts, therefore, to extend His kingdom, 
to make His way known upon earth, His saving health 
among all nations, we may apply the prophecy to Greeks 
and Barbarians, to Jews and Gentiles, to all who have not 
yet been truly converted to Christ, and become partakers 
of His salvation :—* There shall be one fold and one shep- 
herd.” And so the Church, in one of her collects, instructs 
us to pray that God would “ have mercy upon all Jews, 
‘Turks, infidels and heretics ; and take from them all igno- 
rance, hardness of heart, and contempt of His word; and 
so fetch them home to His flock, that they may be saved 
among the remnant of the true Israelites,and be made one 
fold, under one shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord.” Every 
time we repeat the Lord’s Prayer, we pray for the conver- 
sion of the whole world, in that missionary petition, “ Thy 
kingdom come ;” we ask that all the dispersed of His flock 
may be gathered home; for not till then will the kingdoms of 
this world become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His 
Christ. Applying the words of the text, as the scope of the 
prophecy seems to warrant, to the whole human family, to 
all whom Christ, the Great Shepherd, came to seek and 
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to save, how literally may it be said, His sheep are wan- 
derers, His flock is scattered, there are none to search or 
seek after them ? 

Look at the actual state of the world at this present 
moment, that world which the blessed Son of God came 
to save with his most precious blood. By far the greater 
part of all the nations of the earth, after a lapse of eighteen 
hundred years, are still without the Gospel, they have 
never heard its joyful sounds. Of the whole population 
of this our globe, it is estimated that not more than two 
hundred and sixty millions, Jess than one third, are even 
nominally Christians ; while there are one hundred mil- 
lions of Mahometans and Jews, and five hundred millions 
of idolators, who bow down to stocks and stones, who lie 
“in darkness and in the shadow of death,” with none “to 
cuide their feet into the way of peace.” 

And if we look to countries professedly Christian we 
shall find but few, comparatively, who have embraced reli- 
gion from the heart; who may be regarded as already 
brought home to the Great Shepherd, and gathered into 
his fold. Even in our own land, highly favoured as it is 
with the means of religious light and knowledge, there 
are thousands and tens of thousands who know next to 
nothing of God and Christ, who frequent no place of wor- 
ship, and who never take the name of the adorable Jeho- 
vah upon their lips except in oaths and curses. ‘To what 
a frightful extent this evil prevails, especially in our large 
cities, is hardly conceivable by those who have not given 
close attention to the subject. It was stated some years 
since, On competent authority, that “two-thirds of the 
lower order of people in London live as utterly ignorant of 
the doctrines and duties of Christianity, and are as arrant 
and unconverted pagans, as if they had existed in the 
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wildest parts of Africa.”* And this was said of the citi- 
zens of the metropolis of a country which boasts of its 
civilization and refinement and enlarged benevolence. 
Nor has the condition of things much improved since this 
appalling statement was made. The present Bishop of 
Chester, Dr. Sumner, writing in 1841, says—«In our 
manufacturing districts, and in most of our great towns, 
there does not exist at present, to speak generally, one- 
third of the requisite provision, either of church room or 
of ministers. ‘The reports of benevolent societies, and 
experience of benevolent persons, are continually bringing 
to light dreadful instances of destitution. The agents of 
the London City Mission visited a hundred and twenty 
thousand houses, inhabited by seven hundred thousand 
persons ; of whom more than one-fourth, viz., thirty-five 
thousand four hundred families, consisting of one hundred 
and seventy-five thousand persons, did not possess a page 
of scripture! ‘Those who visit these resorts of poverty 
find numbers to whom the sound of the Gospel is so 
strange as it was to the gaoler at Philippi; numbers whom 
the accents of human kindness have never reached, much 
less the voice of divine mercy.”t What a gloomy picture 
is this, drawn by a Christian Bishop, of an enlightened 
Christian nation—of a nation that is putting forth greater 
efforts for the spread of the Gospel at home and abroad, 
and with more glorious results than any other people upon 
earth. And we have cause to fear, my brethren, that 
some of the dark shades of this picture would but too truly — 
depict the moral and religious destitution which prevails 
in many portions of our own land. It might startle some 
of you, perhaps, to hear me say, that in our largest cities 
not less than one-third of the population are without any 


* London Quarterly Review, Vol. xv., p- 233. 
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stated provision for religions instruction. And yet any 
one may satisfy himself of the fact, by taking the number 
of churches in any given city, and comparing the number 
which they would probably contain with the population of 
the city. “Actual and particular investigation,” says 
Bishop Sumner, “ has discovered that the public worship 
of God is not adequately provided for in any parish, unless 
their church will contain sixty out of every hundred of the 
population. About forty, rather less than more, out of 
every hundred are prevented from attending church by 
age, or illness, or necessity, or cireumstances.”* Apply 
this rule to any part of our land, and it will be seen that, 
with few exceptions, no adequate provision is made for 
religious instruction. The multitudes are as sheep without 
a shepherd, and of those especially who inhabit the wide 
districts of our new settlements, it may be said, almost 
without a metaphor, Christ’s “ sheep wander through all 
the mountains, and upon every high hill, yea, his flock is 
scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none do 
search or seek after them.” 

And whose duty is it, my brethren, to look after and to 
care for these wanderers ? Have you and I any concern in 
this matter? Are we to “seek for Christ’s sheep that are 
- dispersed abroad, and for his children, who are in the midst 
of this naughty world, that they may be saved through 
Christ forever’? I say, Is it for us to do this? Assuredly 
itis; no duty can be plainer. I speak not now to my 
Right Reverend Fathers in God, nor to my reverend bre- 
thren of the clergy ; for the words Ihave just quoted are a 
part of our ordination service,—the vows which we took 
upon ourselves when we were set apart to the work of the 
ministry,—I address myself to men, women, and children, 


* Sermons on Christian Charity, p. 93. 
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of every rank and station in life, when I say, It is our duty 
to seek for Christ’s scattered sheep. 

It is our duty, because, but for the free grace, the un- 
bounded mercy of our Divine Redeemer, we should have 
been in the same deplorable state that they now are, with- 
out hope and without God in the world. When “ we all 
like sheep had gone astray,” then did the good Shepherd 
come to seek and to save us; then did he lay down his 
life for our sakes; and gratitude requires that we should 
make some return for the love wherewith Christ hath 
loved us. 

It is our duty, because they also, like ourselves, “are 
the sheep of Christ, which He bought with his death, and 
for whom He shed his blood ;” and wo be to us, if through 
our neglect that precious blood be shed for any one of 
these in vain! 

It is our duty, because our merciful Saviour, who willeth 
not that any should perish, has commanded that his gospel 
be preached throughout the world, to every creature ; that 
all may know what He has done and suffered for their sal- 
vation, and have an opportunity for embracing the proffered 
mercy. . 

Nor is it our duty only, but our highest privilege to be 
permitted to engage in a work like this ; to be instrumen- 
tal, though in the slightest degree, of winning souls, who 
shall shine as jewels in the Redeemer’s crown ;—to aid, 
however feebly, in making God’s way known upon earth, 
his saving health among all nations. It is for us to say 
whether we will improve this privilege, whether we will 
embrace the opportunity of advancing his kingdom. 'That 
kingdom must extend, ifnot by our means, by that of others. 
God’s glory shall cover the earth, as the waters cover the 
seas. He will cause the dispersed of his flock to be brought 
home, though we withhold our efforts, and though numbers 
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perish because we cared not for them. Christ “ shall see 
of the travail of his soul and be satisfied.” And whether 
we enter on the glorious work of evangelizing the earth, 
or not; “the kingdoms of this world shall all become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign 
forever and ever.” Happy indeed will that man be, who 
contributes, in any way, to this glorious consummation ! 
Thrice blessed they, who are instrumental in turning many 
to righteousness ! 

And how may this best be done? How are we to seek 
for Christ’s scattered sheep and bring them within his fold ? 
We cannot all go out as_ missionaries ; this is neither ne- 
cessary nor possible. But, my beloved brethren, if we can- 
not go abroad ourselves to preach the gospel, we can at 
least give our money and our prayers to helpthem that do 
go. ‘This was the practice of the primitive christians ; a 
practice worthy of all imitation. When the apostles and 
other ministers went forth to preach the gospel throughout 
the world, the whole Church assisted them in their arduous 
work. While some, ordained to the ministry, were telling 
the glad tidings of salvation far and wide, others were help- 
ing them by their prayers and their contributions; and thus 
all the members of Christ’s church, in their several stations, 
were instrumental in spreading the gospel. When Paul, 
and Barnabas, and Timothy, and Titus, missionary bishops, 
with their fellow laborers, were far away, their earnest ex- 
liortation to their lay friends at home, was, “ Brethren, pray 
for us; that the word of God may have free course and be 
glorified.” When St. Paul ministered at Thessalonica, at 
Rome, and at Corinth, he was principally supported by the 
money collected and sent to him by distant churches.— 
«Even in Thessalonica,” he says, writing to the Philippi- 
ans, “ Ye sent once and again to my necessity.” “TI have 
all and abound, having received of Epaphroditus the things 
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which were sent from you.” And this is the divine ap- 
pointment: “ Forso hath the Lord ordained, that they who 
preach the gospel, should live of the gospel.” He requires 
and commands us, not only to “ pray the Lord of the har- 
vest, that He would send forth laborers into His harvest,” 
but to sustain those who shall be sent. He charges us, 
by His apostle, “ while we have time, to do good unto all 
men ; and especially unto them who are of the household 
of faith.” If we “are rich in this world” we must be “ ready 
to give, and glad to distribute ;” if we are poor, our po- 
verty may not hinder us from joining in this labor of love. 
All that God requires of us, is, that we “be merciful after 
our power ; if we have much, to give plenteously ; if we 
have little, to do our diligence gladly to give of that little ;” 
and for the comfort of those who have but little to bestow, 
though it be no more than “two mites which make a far- 
thing,” or “ a cup of cold water only,” it is written, “If there 
be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a 
man hath, and not according to that he hath not.” 

But there must be “a willing mind ;” there must be zeal 
and devotedness; there must be the constraining love of 
Christ, or all our alms, and all our prayers, will profit no- 
thing; the cause of missions will never prosper in our 
hands. We must feel, in some measure, as St. Paul felt, 
when he said, “I am debtor both tothe Greeks and to the 
Barbarians, both to the wise and to the unwise. So as 
much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you 
that are at Rome also.” And are we not, brethren, debtors 
to preach the gospel, as he was? Shall not the love of 
Christ constrain us, as it constrained him? The same pre- 
cious blood which was shed for him hath redeemed us ; the 
same light which shined in upon his darkened understand- 
ing hath illuminated ours; the same Holy Spirit which 
renewed and sanctified his heart hath made us “ members 
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of Christ, children of God, and inheritors of the kingdom 
of heaven.” We are debtors, therefore, to the same ex- 
tent that he was, to Jews and Gentiles, Greeks and Bar- 
barians, wise and unwise, bond and free, to every soul of 
man for whom Christ died. Our commission bears the 
same great impress; it runs in the self-same terms: “ Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.” This is the command, addressed to the Church of 
Christ; and the motive, the grand motive, not only for mis- 
sionary enterprise, but for Christian exertion of every kind, 
is contained in this one brief sentence, “ Beloved, if God 
so loved us, we ought also to love one another.” 

The gospel is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth: it has been so experienced by us who 
believe ; itis mighty, through God’s grace, to save us from 
sin and eternal death; it is able to save all; it is God’s 
gracious will that all should be saved, through the merits 
of his Son. Eager, therefore, should we be to hear the 
truth ourselves, anxious to have it preached to all man- 
kind ; that to us and to them, the gospel may prove, 
through faith, the power of God unto salvation. 

Our Divine Master, as we have seen, has laid such obli- 
gations upon us, that for his sake we are debtors. to the 
whole world in every office of Christian love, and espe- 
cially in making known “how great things God hath done” 
forus. ‘This duty rests upon us as members of his Church ; 
for the missionary work is the work of the Church, and 
among the highest trusts which have been left with her by 
Christ her head. ‘That branch of the Church Catholic, to 
which it is our happiness to belong—realizing the magni- 
tude of this trust, the vastness of the missionary work, and 
their accountability to the Great Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls for its faithful performance—about seven years since 
adopted and established a new organization for carrying 
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iton. In the year 1835, the General Convention, then in 
session in Philadelphia, took the whole subject of missions 
under its special care, as the organ and representative of 
the Church in these United States. With a unanimity and 
harmony, unprecedented in any of her former councils, the 
Church then declared, by the voice of this her highest as- 
sembly, that she would be, thenceforth and forever, what 
her divine Founder designed she should be, a missionary 
church ; that she would, as much as in her lay, fulfil her 
Master’s high command, “ Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature ;” that she would re- 
gard the field of missions, as Christ himself regarded it, 
as “ the world ;” and never remit her efforts, until every 
moral waste in our own land shall become as the garden 
of the Lord ; until every spiritual desert within our borders 
shall rejoice and blossom as the rose; and until all the 
kingdoms of this earth, which now sit in darkness, shall 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ. 
The second article of the new constitution declares, that 
“Phe Society shall be considered as comprehending all 
persons who are members of this Church ;” that is to say, 
every individual, old and young, who has been baptized. 
In the tenth article of the constitution it is further declared, 
‘that the missionary field is always to be regarded as one, 
THE WORLD ; the terms Domestic and Foreign being under- 
stood as terms of locality, adopted for convenience. Do- 
mestic Missions are those which are established within, 
and Foreign Missions are those which are established with- 
out the territory of the United States.” ‘The plan thus 
adopted appeared to meet with almost universal favour 
among the members of our communion. ‘The numerous 
sects of Christians around us, regarded it as a noble move- 
ment; and our mother church in England looked upon it 
as the dawn ofa bright and glorious day to the Church in 
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this country. It was my privilege to hold the office of Sec- 
retary and General Agent of the Domestic Department of 
the Board of Missions about one year and a half, from the 
commencement of this new organization ; in which time I 
visited almost every portion of our country, from Green 
Bay to New-Orleans ; and | speak from personal know- 
ledge, when J say, that the position which the General Con- 
vention took in 1835, with regard to missions, was hailed 
with enthusiasm by the Church at large. Whenever your 
agent came, Churchmen contributed freely of their means : 
the rich of their abundance, the poor of their penury ; thus 
giving the most substantial proof of their confidence in the 
new system.* 

Nor have we any reason to suppose that this confidence 
is diminished. Seven years’ experience may have shown 
that in the details and working of the plan there is room 
for improvement. Our ecclesiastical rulers could never 
have supposed that the system was perfect, and it was 
only by trial that it could be ascertained what the defects 
were, and how the plan could be best administered. But 
no one, we believe, doubts that the missionary work is the 
work of the church in her collective capacity ; and that, 
when her highest representative council declared the 
Church to be a missionary society, of which each baptized 
person is a member, it was taking primitive, apostolic 
ground. ‘The Church is “ the light of the world ;” and if 
ever the dark corners of this benighted earth are to be 
enlightened, it must be by her lifting up the torch on high, 
that the nations may see it, and rejoice in the light; it 
must be by sending out messengers to carry the lamp of 
life to those who now sit in the region and shadow of 
death. ‘This is the position which the Church assumed, 


* The sum thus collected by the Secretary and General Agent, in a little more than one 
year, amounted to nearly $16,000. 
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and. she confidently looked to her members to sustain 
her in it. She called upon every baptized person within 
her pale to do something, to give, if it were but the 
smallest mite, towards furthering the great and_ glorious 
work. Had they, one and all, as dutiful children, listened 
to her voice; had they made it a matter of duty, as it con- 
fessedly is, to give as God hath prospered them, and cast 
their gifts into the Lord’s treasury, that treasury would 
have been abundantly supplied. If each one who takes 
the name of Churchman in these United States had con- 
tributed a single cent a month, there would have been no 
deficiency of pecuniary means, no occasion, as now, for 
spasmodic efforts to sustain our missions. And until the 
members of the Church, realizing their individual respon- 
sibilities to Christ, shall come up to bear their part, 
‘‘every man according to his several ability,” in general, 
systematic effort, the work of missions cannot be success- 
fully carried on. ‘The plan of weekly offerings, so repeat- 
edly recommended by the General Convention, and by 
many of the Diocesan Conventions, has proved most suc- 
cessful, wherever it has been fairly tried. ‘The contribu- 
tions made the last year, by the congregation of the church* 
in which we are now assembled, are a proof how much may 
be done by systematic effort. ‘The sums thus collected by 
this single parish are equal to more than one-tenth part of 
all the moneys paid into our missionary treasury the past 
year. Why should not every parish adopt this plan! It 
is simple, it is scriptural, and, if generally carried out, would 
furnish an ample and regular supply of funds for all our 
church institutions. One dollar a year from each commu- 
nicant would produce more than the Church needs for sus- 
taining her present missionary operations; and that is only 


* The contributions of St. Paul’s Parish, Boston, to church objects, in this year, were $7,000 


VOL. VIII 24 


220 THE MISSIONARY OBLIGATION. 


two cents each week from the communicants alone.. A 
single cent a week from each man, woman, and child, be- 
longing tothe Church in these United States, would pro- 
duce more than three hundred thousand dollars in a year ; 
which is probably three times the amount that is now raised 
in all the dioceses, for charitable objects of every kind, in- 
cluding Bibles, Tracts, Prayer-books, and Missions. Surely, 
then, the planof systematic charity has not been fairly tried. 
There must have been great delinquency in the Church 
somewhere, when the average contributions of her mem- 
bers to this great institution, does not exceed ten cents a 
year. It was stated, indeed, at the last triennial meeting 
of the Board, that “the number of parishes is from one. 
thousand to twelve hundred, all of which could give some- 
thing; yet of these but three hundred and_ ninety-seven 
contributed that year, to the General Missionary Society ; 
being ninety-one more than had ever contributed in any 
previous year.” Should it happen, which God forbid, that 
the work of missions be abandoned by the Church, how 
much of the guilt and dishonor would fall on those seven 
or eight hundred parishes, who gave nothing !-—nothing, 
“to preserve the faith of the Church inviolate ;” nothing, 
‘to save our missionaries from absolute want and suffer- 
ing ;’ nothing, “ to keep possession of the fields which we 
have taken in the name of Christ”! But however neglect- 
ful others may be of their duty, let us, my brethren, be care- 
ful to perform ours. It seems but little, very little, that one 
individual, or one congregation can do, when we consider 
the pressing wants of our fellow men, at home and abroad. 
‘To mere human reason it may seem foolishness, to send 
out, here and there, a solitary missionary to bear the light 
of God’s truth into our Western wilds, or to those nations 
of the East, who are sitting in darkness ; but not so does it 
appear to the eye of faith. We must not calculate results 
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by the apparent insignificance of the causes which are 
operating to produce them. ‘The gospel, at its commence- 
ment, was like a grain of mustard-seed, cast, as it were, at 
random upon the ground, yet it soon waxed a very great 
tree, and filled the whole earth. When St. Paul declared 
himself a debtor'to preach the gospel to Greeks and Bar- 
barians, he stood almost alone, in the great work of evan-— 
gelizing the world ; and it might have been asked then, as 
the doubtful and the timid ask now: What can an individual 
do single-handed, against the countlesstegions of Christ’s 
enemies! ‘The result of the apostle’s labors tells us what 
can be done, “not by might, nor by power, but by God’s 
Spirit.” In less than two centuries and a half after this 
great gentile missionary commenced his work, the empire 
of the world became professedly christian. Nor are we 
without some striking examples in modern times, of the 
effects which may be produced by individual laborers. Of 
«one such individual of blessed memory, who adventured 
upon a vast and untried field,” it has been said, “that Satan 
can hardly quench the fire which Henry Martyn kindled 
alone in Persia.”* “ During many years,” says the present 
Bishop of Chester, “many more than for the honor of our 
country it is pleasing to reflect upon, one lamp ofchristian 
light was alone set up by us in India, that which proceed- 
ed from the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledget 
Yet how bright was the lustre which it shed! And how 
greatly was that single effort honored! So that we are 
told by authority, which is now become venerable in our 
eyes, that the churches so founded and supported count 


* Bishop Sumner’s Sermons, pp. 221, 222. 
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their members by hundreds and by thousands.” ‘The un- 
wearied efforts of a single individual succeeded, by God’s 
grace, in bending the hearts of English Churchmen to form 
an ecclesiastical establishment in India. What was then 
looked upon as a “ chimerical vision, became a substantial 
reality ; the fabric rose as a city set on a hill, and now its 
light shines before the heathen world, that they may see 
its brightness, and, as we trust, ‘ glorify God in the day of 
Visitation.’ ” 

In India, and the East, where, a few years since, it was 
thought visionary to send one Bishop, the English Church 
has now eight: namely, at Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, 
Australia, Van Diemen’s Land, New-Zealand, Gibraltar, 
and Jerusalem. And we may soon hope to see a branch 
of the English Church planted in Hong-Kong, for the 
more effectual introduction of Christianity into the vast 
empire of China. “ A great door and effectual” is indeed 
opened to that hitherto inaccessible people. ‘The wall of 
China has fallen, “ and the people may ascend up, every 
man straight before him.”* A voice, “and that a mighty 
voice,” proclaims to each Christian Church, ‘ Behold, I 
have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut 
it.”+ Within the past year no less than five colonial 
Bishops were consecrated at one time; all of whom are 
now in their respective fields of labour. ‘The government 
ship which took out the Bishop of New-Zealand, carried 
with him “ a goodly company of emigrants, school-masters, 
deacons and priests. There are,” says one who can enter 
into the feelings of men who thus devote themselves to their 
Master’s work, “there are among the crew of that gallant 
vessel—and not least of that number the chief shepherd 
himself—men of the highest mental attainments, of the 
gentlest blood, on whom our public schools and universi- 
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ties had showered their most honorable rewards, and 
to whom, had they remained in this country, the most 
splendid prospects opened—who have yet borne to give 
up all these prospects and sever all the ties of blood 
and old affection, to cross, at the call of the Charch, in 
the service of their Master, half a world of ocean to art 
island unfrequented and barbarous, and where, for at 
least many years to come, they must give up allidea, not of 
luxury and comfort, but of what they have hitherto deemed 
the very necessaries of existence; and, what is more to 
such men, the refinements of intellectual intercourse and 
the charities of polished life. It becomes us who sit luxu- 
riously in our drawing-rooms at home, reading the last 
new volume in our easy chairs, to cast a thought from time 
to time on the labors of these men, of like tastes and 
habits with ourselves, and encourage them in their noble 
work, be it in New-Zealand or elsewhere, not only in good 
wishes and easily-uttered ‘God speeds,’ but in denying 
ourselves somewhat of our many daily comforts in for- 
warding that cause, which they have ‘left all’ to follow.”’* 

My beloved brethren, the cause of missions is Christ’s 
own cause, and must succeed, whether we pnt forth our 
efforts to aid it or not. But can we be indifferent or inac- 
tive in this matter? As men of feeling, can we see the 
nations perishing, and pass by on the other side? As 
Christians, dare we name the name of Christ, and not fol- 
low the blessed steps of our Divine Master, “who went 
about doing good?’ As Churchmen, shall we daily repeat 
the supplication, THY KINGDOM ComE, and make no effort 
that God’s “way may be known upon earth, his saving 
health among all nations ’” Never let this be said of any 
of us! Let the love of Christ constrain us to do all in 
our power for the spread of his gospel, and the establish- 

London Quarter! Review, vol, Ixxi. p. 3... 
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ment of his universal kingdom. Until that kingdom be 
established in all its fulness, we are debtors “to Greeks 
and Barbarians, to the wise and to the unwise.” It isa 
debt from which there is no discharge till we have paid the 
last mite. When Jews and Gentiles are all gathered into 
‘one fold under one Shepherd, when “ the earth is full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea,” 
when “all know Him, from the least unto the greatest,” 
then, and not till then, will the debt be paid. 

To bring about this blessed consummation is the great 
object of that Society on whose concerns we are now met 
together. It calls upon you as members of Christ’s fold, 
his own “ people and the sheep of his pasture,” the flock 
“which he bought with his death, and for whom he shed 
his blood,” to come up, with heart and hand, to aid the 
Church in seeking after Christ’s sheep which are dispers- 
ed abroad, in bringing back the wanderers to the Shep- 
herd and Bishop of their souls, “that they may be saved 
through Christ forever.” May we feel it our duty, our 
privilege, our highest happiness, to engage in this work ; 
and “when the Cuter SuepHerpd shall appear,” may we, 
through his infinite merits and mercies, “ receive a crown 
of glory that fadeth not away.” 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS. 


EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING. 
Boston, June 21st, 1843. 

The Annual Meeting of the ** Board of Missions of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church in the United States of America,” was held 
this day, in St. Paul’s Church, at 9 o’clock, A. M. 

Present: The Rt. Rev. the Bishops of New-York, North Caro- 
lina, New-Jersey, North Western Diocese, Maryland, Delaware, 
and Massachusetts ; the Rev. Messrs. Balch, Baury, Bedell, Burs 
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_roughs, Cooke, Dorr, Haight, Hare, Harris, Hawks, Henderson, 
Henshaw, Jones, Mead, Milnor, Robertson, Smallwood, Suddards, 
Van Pelt, (Secretary,) Vinton, Wainwright, and Watson; and 
Messrs. Cushman, Gardiner, Huntington, Newton, Sands, and 
Winston. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-York, being the Senior Bishop 
present, presided, and opened the meeting ‘ith prayer. 

The roll having been called, the Rev. a W. Cooke, the Secre- 
tary and ey Agent of the Foreign Committee, reported that 
the Rev. S. H. Turner, D. D., Professor of Biblical Learning and 
the Interpretation of Scripture in the General Theological Semi- 
nary of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, had 
been elected a member of that Committee, to fill the vacancy oc- 
casioned by the resignation of the Rev. Dr. Stone, and the Rev. 
G. T. Bedell, Rector of the Church of the Ascension, New-York, 
to fill the vacancy occasioned by the elevation of the Rev. Dr. 
Eastburn to the Episcopate. 

Whereupon, it was, on motion of the Rev. Dr. Milnor, 

Resolved, That the election of the Rev. Dr. Turner and the 
Rey. Mr. Bedell to be members of the Foreign Committee, be 
approved by this Board. 

On motion of the Secretary, it was 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to examine 
and report whether any vacancies at present exist in this Board. 

_ The Rev. Dr. Meade and E. A. Newton, Esq., were appointed 
the committee. 

On motion of the Secretary, it was 

Resolved, That at the service this evening, public notice be 
given of the administration of the Communion to-morrow morn- 
ing, with the usual invitation thereto of all such as shall be reli- 
giously and devoutly disposed, and also that the collection at the 
Offertory will be equally divided between the Domestic and For- 
eign Committees of the Board, unless any particular offering be 
specially designated as appropriated by the offerer to either De- 
partment, or to any particular Mission in either. 

The Rev. N. S. Harris, as Secretary and General Agent of the 
Domestic Committee, presented and read the Annual Report* of 
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that body, which, on motion of the Rev. Dr. Hawks, was referred 
to a special committee of nine. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishops of North Carolina, the North West- 
ern Diocese, and Maryland, the Rev. Drs. Wainwright, Henshaw, 
and Burroughs, and Messrs. Newton, Huntington and Peet, were 
appointed the committee. 

The Rev. J. W. Cooke, as Secretary and General Agent of the 
Foreign Committee, presented and read the Annual Report of 
that body.* 

Pending the reading of the Report, it was, on motion of the 
Rev, Dr. Wainwright, 

Resolved, That the Board take a recess for the purpose of af- 
fording to such members as may desire it, an opportunity of 
attending the funeral of the Hon. Mr. Legare, late Attorney 
General of the United States, at Trinity Church. 

12 o’clock, M. 

The Board re-assembled. 

The Secretary and General Agent of the Foreign Committee 
resumed and finished the reading of the report of that body, 
which, on motion of the Rev. Dr. Milnor, was referred to a special 
committee of five. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-Jersey, the Rev. Messrs. 
Watson and Henderson, and Messrs. Gardiner and Sands, were 
appointed the committee. 

The Rev. Dr. Meade, as chairman of the committee to examine 
and report whether any vacancies at present exist in this Board, 
reported, that there was one vacancy, occasioned by the eleva- 
tion of the Rev. Dr. Johns to the Episcopate, by which he became, 
ex-officio, a member of the Board. 

Mr. Newton nominated the Rev. J. W. Cooke, of Rhode Island, 
to fill the existing vacancy—and, on motion of the Rt. Rev. the 
Bishop of Massachusetts, it was 

Resolved, That the Rev. J. W. Cooke be appointed a member 
of this Board. 

The Rev. Mr. Harris submitted the reports from several 
Bishops, referred to in the Annual Report of the Domestic Com- 
mittee, as received since the publication of the June number of 
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the Spirit of Missions; whereupon, on motion of the Rev. Dr. 
Hawks, it was 

Resolved, That the said papers, and all others of a similar 
character which may be received during the session of the Board, 
be referred to the committee having charge of the Annual Report 
of the Domestic Committee. 

The Rev. Mr. Harris presented and read the Annual Joint 
Report* of the Secretaries and General Agents of the two Com- 
mittees, as Editors of the Spirit of Misssions, on the condition of 
that periodical—which, on motion of the Rey. Dr. Milnor, was 
referred to a special committee of three. 

The Rt. Rey. the Bishop of Delaware, the Rev. Dr. Meade and 
Mr. Cushman were appointed the committee. 

The Rev. Mr. Harris, on behalfof T. N. Stanford, Esq., Trea- 
surer of the Domestic Committee, presented the Annual Reportt 
of that officer, duly audited; which, on motion of the Bishop of 
New-Jersey, was referred to a special committee. Messrs. Gar- 
diner and Huntington, and the Rev. Dr. Dorr, were appointed the 
committee. 

Mr. Winston, as Acting Treasurer of the Foreign Committee, 
presented his Annual Report,t duly audited; which on motion, 
was referred to a special committee. Messrs. Peet and Newton, 
and Rev. Mr. Baury, were appointed the committee. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Dorr, the Board proceeded, in com- 
pliance with the 3d Article of the By-Laws, to the appointment 
of a Secretary; and, on motion of the same, the Rev. Mr. Van 
Pelt was re-appointed. 

The Rey. Dr. Milnor having stated that the Rev. J. W. Cooke 
was appointed Secretary and General Agent of the Foreign Com- 
mittee only until the present meeting of the Board, and that 
therefore there is now a vacancy in that office, to which the late 
incumbent declines a re-nomination, it was, on motion of the same, 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to nominate 
a suitable person to fill the office of Secretary and General Agent 
of the Foreign Committee, and also in the event of their making 
no nomination, to report on the expediency of giving authority to 
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the Foreign Committee to appoint a Secretary and General 
Agent until the next meeting of the Board. 

The Rev. Drs. Milnor and Wainwright and Mr. Newton, were 
appointed the committee. 

On motion of the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Massachusetts, 

Resolved, That when this Board adjourns, it will adjourn to 
attend divine service in St. Paul’s Church, at 8 o’clock this 
evening, on occasion of the preaching of the Annual Sermon, 
and to meet in the same place to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock, 
for the purpose of attending divine service, and afterwards for 
the transaction of business. 

On motion, adjourned. 

June 22d, 9 o'clock, A. M. 

The Board met. | 

Morning prayer was read by the Rev. Dr. Milnor, the Ante 
Communion service by the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of the North 
Western Diocese, assisted by the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Massa- 
chusetts, who read the Epistle, and the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of 
Maryland, who read the Gospel; the service for the celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper was read by the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of 
New-York, who was assisted in the distribution of the elements 
by the Rt. Rev. the Bishops of the North Western Diocese, Mary- 
land, and Massachusetts. 

The religious services having been concluded, the Board pro- 
ceeded to business. 

The following members were present: The Rt. Rev. the 
Bishops of New-York, Ohio, New-Jersey, North Western Diocese, 
Maryland, Delaware and Massachusetts; the Rev. Messrs. Balch, 
Baury, Bedell, Burroughs, Cooke, Dorr, Haight, Hare, Harris, 
Henderson, Hawks, Henshaw, Jones, Mead, Milnor, Robertson, 
Smallwood, Suddards, Van Pelt, Vinton, Wainwright, and Wat- 
son; and Messrs. Cushman, Gardiner, Huntington, Minturn, 
Newton, Peet, Sands, Winston and Woolley. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-York, being the senior Bishop 
present, presided. 

The roll having been called, and the minutes of the last meet- 
ing read and approved, 

The Rev. Mr. Harris presented and read the following com- | 
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munication; which, on motion of the Rev. Dr. Henshaw, was or- 
dered to be entered on the minutes of this Board, and published 
in the next number of the Spirit of Missions. 


An article or articles having appeared in the Spirit of Missions 
under the editorial supervision of the undersigned, which have 
been supposed to involve an expression of sentiment in behalf of 
the Church on the subject of slavery—the undersigned hereby 
disavows all such intention; and in consideration of such con- 
struction put on the above mentioned article or articles, the un- 
dersigned is sensible of the inexpediency of the publication, and 
hereby respectfully begs leave, in his editorial capacity, to be 
considered as withdrawing the same. 

N. 8. Harris. 
Boston, 21st June, 1843. 


The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Delaware, as chairman of the 
committee on the joint report of the Secretaries and General 
Agents, as editors of the Spirit of Missions, presented and read 
the following report. 


The committee to whom was referred “the joint report of the 
Secretaries on the condition of the Spirit of Missions,” begl eave 
to report : 

Upon consideration thereof, the committee, while they have 
felt the truth of the suggestions therein contained, relative to the 
difficulties in the editorial charge of the Spirit of Missions, are 
yet decidedly adverse to the present discontinuance of the pe- 
riodical. In their view the interests of the missionary cause im- 
peratively demand a publication of this character. Neither do 
they believe that the purposes it proposes can be as well accom- 
plished by a less frequent issue than monthly. They cannot ad- 
mit that a deficiency in the receipts, compared with the expense 
of the publication, even if much larger than it has actually been, 
is a sufficient reason for dispensing with such a vehicle of intel- 
ligence, and stimulant of missionary zeal, throughout the Church. 
The committee are of opinion that the periodical is gaining repu- 
tation and influence, and that if it continues to be conducted with 
the same ability which it has of late exhibited, it will become a 
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powerful auxiliary to the cause, and ere long fully meet its ex- 
penditures. 

The committee are therefore in favor of its continuance in its 
present form, and would recommend all proper efforts for the 
promotion of its circulation. They would allow the Secretaries 
to make the arrangement suggested, of conducting it alternately 
from quarter to quarter, if, in their view, more conducive to the 
efficient discharge of all their various.and important duties. They 
acquiesce in the wisdom of the suggestions respecting the opening 
of larger sources of information to the editors, by means of a 
library, and would recommend to the Domestic and Foreign Com- 
mittees the judicious purchase of suitable works for its formation 
and increase. ‘They are further of opinion, in view of the large 
receipts during the last year from the children and youth of our, 
fold, that the cause might be materially aided by the issue, 
monthly or semi-monthly, of a sheet designed especially for the 
youthful mind, and calculated to increase the encouraging inte- 
rest which has been thus manifested. Their views the commit- 
tee therefore propose for the action of the Board in the follow- 
ing resolu-tions : 

1. Resolved, That in the opinion of this Board the Spirit of 
Missions has been conducted during the year past with commend- 
able diligence and ability, and that the interests of the mission- 
ary cause require its continuance in its present form. 

2. Resolved, That on future numbers of the Spirit of Missions 
the following words be printed :— 

It is to be understood by the readers of this periodical, that the 
“‘ Board of Missions” are not responsible for the expression of 
editorial opinions, but simply for the accuracy of facts connected 
with their operations. 

3. Resolved, That the Domestic and Foreign Committees are 
recommended to make a judicious purchase of books, from time 
to time, towards the formation of a suitable missionary library. 

4. Resolved, That the Secretaries and General Agents be per- 
mitted, if in their judgment most advantageous, to alternate in the 
editorial management of the periodical, at such times ag they 
deem most expedient. 

5. Resolved, That it be recommended to the two Committees, 


1843,] BOARD OF MISSIONS. 231 


if upon consideration they shall deem it advisable, to issue a 
small missionary periodical for the instruction of children and 
youth of the Church. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
ALFRED LEE, 
Wma. Coorer Mean, 
D. A. CusuMman. 


The 1st, 2d, 4th and 5th resolutions connected with the report 
were adopted. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Hawks, it was 

Resolved, So to amend the 3d resolution that it should read as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Domestic and Foreign Committees be and 
are hereby recommended to make a judicious purchase of books 
from time to time, towards the formation of a suitable missionary 
library, provided that the expense thereby incurred, in addition 
to subscriptions to periodicals, does not exceed one hundred dol- 
lars per annum. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

The Rev. Mr. Harris having stated that the January number 
of the Spirit of Missions for 1836, and the January number of the 
same for 1838, are out of print, it was, on motion of the Rev. Dr. 
Mead, 

Resolved, That it be referred to the two Committees to pub- 
lish, if they deem it expedient, such an edition of the two num- 
bers out of print, as shall be sufficient to complete the sets of the 
numbers now in their possession. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop in the North Western Diocese, as 
Missionary Bishop, presented and read his report,* which, with 
the report? of the Bishop of Tennessee, and acting missionary 
Bishop in the South Western Diocese, in compliance with a reso- 
lution adopted yesterday, was referred to the committee having 
charge of the report of the Domestic Committee. 

The Rev. Dr. Milnor, as chairman of the committee to nomi- 
nate a suitable person to fill the office of Secretary and General 
Agent for the Foreign Committee, presented the following report: 


*See Appendix F, +See Appendix G. 
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The committee appointed on the subject of the nomination of 
a Secretary and Generhl Agent of the Foreign Committee, re- 
spectfully report,— 

That not being able to present to the Board the name of any . 
suitable candidate for that office, with a reasonable prospect of his 
accepting the same, they recommend the adoption of the alter- 
native stated in the resolution of their appointment, and therefore 
propose the following resolution :— > 

Resolved, That the appointment of a Secretary and General 
Agent for the Foreign Committee until the next meeting of this 
Board, be referred to the Foreign Committee. 

James Mitnor, Chazrman. 


The resolution connected with the report was adopted. 
On motion of the Rev. Dr. Wainwright, it was 
Resolved, That when this Board adjourns it will adjourn to 


meet at 4 o’clock this afternoon. 
4 o'clock, P. M. 
The Board met. 


Present: The Rt. Rev. the Bishops of New-York, North Carolina, 
Ohio, New-Jersey, North Western Diocese, Maryland, Delaware 
and Massachusetts; the Rev. Messrs. Balch, Baury, Bedell, 
Burroughs, Cooke, Dorr, Haight, Hare, Harris, Henderson, Hen- 
shaw, Jones, Mead, Milnor, Robertson, Smallwood, Suddards, 
Van Pelt, Vinton, Wainwright and Watson; and Messrs. Gardi- 
ner, Huntington, Newton, Peet, Sands, Winston, and Woolley. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of North Carolina, being the senior 
Bishop present, presided. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Gardiner, as chairman of the committee, to whom was 
referred the Annual Report of the Treasurer of the Domestic 
Committee, presented the following report :— 


The committee to whom was referred the account of the Trea- 
surer and the Committee for Domestic Missions, have had. the 
same under consideration, and report that the account is certified 
by the auditors as correct in all respects. While, therefore, your 
committee presume that the aggregate receipts and payments and 
balance on hand are correct, yet, from comparing it with the table 
of expenditures for missions, as published in the last number of 
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the Spirit of Missions, there are considerable apparent discrepan- 
cies ; they recommend that the account be referred back to the 
Domestic Committee for correction or explanation before being 
published in the Proceedings of this Board. They further recom- 
mend that hereafter the Treasurer of the Committee be requested, 
in preparing bis Annual Report, to enter more into detail, both of 
the receipts and expenditures, that the specific objects for which 
the funds have been paid, and the specific sources from which 
they have been received, may be more distinctly made to appear. 
They therefore recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the account of the Treasurer of the Committee 
of Domestic Missions be referred back to the Domestic Com- 
mittee for correction or explanation befvre being published in the 
Proceedings of the meeting of this Board. 

R. H. Garpiner, 
S. H. Huntineron, 
B. Dorr. 


The resolution connected with the report was adopted. 

The Rey. Dr. Meade—as chairman of the Special Committee, 
appointed at the meeting of the Board in December last to inquire 
how far reduction in some of the salaries of the Board can be 
made without injustice, and to report thereon at this meeting— 
presented the following report: 


The committee appointed at the special meeting of the Board 
in December last, under the following resolution,* viz. : 

‘«* Whereas, economy in conducting missionary operations is 
at all times_a duty, and has become imperatively necessary at 
this time ; and whereas, the increased value of money would 
render the reduction in some of the salaries proper—therefore, 

‘“‘ Resolved, That a committee of five be instructed to inquire 
how far such reduction can be made without injustice, and to re- 
port to this Board at its next stated meeting. 

‘Resolved, That the Committee be requested to retrench, as 
far as possible, in the office expenses of the Board’”’—beg leave to 

Report, that they have had the subject before them under con- 
sideration, and, as the result, would recommend for the adoption 
of the Board the following resolution; which they believe to be in 
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accordance with the principle laid down for their guidance in the 
resolutions under which they have been appointed. 

Resolved, That the salaries of $2000 now given to the Secre- 
taries and General Agents, and to the Missionary Bishops, be re- 
duced twenty-five per cent., with the exception of that of the 
Bishop of Tennessee, acting Missionary Bishop in the South- 
west, and that his salary be hereafter $1000 per annum. 

Wma. Cooper MEap, 
M. H. HenpeErson, 
B. L. Woo.ttuey, 

, R. B. Minturn. 

Because the salaries alluded to were never adequate to the 
proper support of the officers in question ; because, if a reduction 
be now made, it never will be restored; and because it is the 
duty of the Board as the representative of the Church, to set a 
proper standard of compensation for the services of Her clergy, 
the undersigned dissents from the Resolution proposed above. 

G. W. Doane, Chairman. 


The resolution connected with the report being under considera- 
tion, it was, on motion of the Rev. Dr. Milnor, laid on the table. 

The Rev. Mr. Harris offered the following resolution, which, on 
motion of Mr. Newton, was laid on the table. 


Resolved, That each Treasurer keep a separate trust account, 
to the credit of which he shall pass all monies not designed for 
the salaries of missionaries, and pay them out only, on the cer- 
tificate of either Secretary that they will be applied to the purposes 
for which they were given, or to the order of the person for 
whom they are designed. 


The Bishop of New-Jersey, as chairman of the committee to 


whom was referred the Annual Report of the Foreign Committee, 
presented and read the following report : 


The undersigned have given full and careful attention to the 
very important document entrusted to them, and have received 
every facility in the discharge of their duty from their Reverend 
Brother, late the Secretary, and his fellow laborers in the Foreign 
Committee. The amount of time, toil and care freely and faith- 
fully given to this most arduous trust for Christ, by these zealous 
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agents of the Board, cannot be too highly appreciated by the 
Church, and can find no remuneration here. It is in the blessing 
which God vouchsafes upon their work, as manifested in their 
present annual statement, that they will find the over-payment 
of their best devotion and most self-denying efforts. 

The condition of the finaucial affairs of this Department, as 
compared with the last year, calls for grateful acknowledgment 
to Him, whose Holy Spirit can alone pour into human hearts the 
gift of charity. More than $25,000 have come into the treasury 
since Quinquagesima Sunday ; making the annual receipts ex- 
ceed the sum of $85,000. As a consequence of this, the work 
of the Department has been sustained, without reduction, and 
$5,500 of the debt of last year have been discharged. There re- 
mains a deficiency, still due to the fund of special trusts, of 
$4,500, which should be made good at, once. The. evidence 
which the concerted effort of the Church, during the year, has 
given of the interest felt in missions, and of the ability of Church- 
men to sustain them, is in the highest degree encouraging. The 
illustration thus afforded of the efficiency of simultaneous and 
systematic effort, is also of the first importance. Let the clergy 
use their proper influence with the people of their care, to secure 
stated and frequent contributions, even of small sums, and the 
enterprise will be sustained and grow. With the habit of giv- 
ing, the gifts will increase. Those who have more ability will 
catch the generous contagion. Free-will offerings and pious be- 
quests will flow into the treasury. It has been so during the 
year just ended. Simultaneous with the general offering of the 
churches, have been some noble instances of individual pledges 
and several valuable legacies. In connection with this last sub- 
ject, a suggestion of the Committee deserves immediate attention. 
The Board of Missions is not incorporated. It cannot enforce 
testamentary dispositions in its behalf. The impulses of piety 
may thus be frustrated, and the treasury of Christ kept from its 
just supplies. } aed 

The committee regret that progress has not been made on the 
important subject of the Mission College. Were it brought fairly 
before the Church, it could not fail to secure attention, and to 


elicit patronage. Let it be hoped that, with the next annual re- 
25* 
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port, a full and detailed plan of such an institution will be pre- 
sented. 

The Foreign Missions of the Board, it may be said without 
hesitation, fully justify the wisdom, and abundantly encourage 
the charity, by which they have been projected and sustained. 
They do more than this. They present the most urgent claim 
for multiplication and enlargement. ‘To review them, in detail. 

The mission to Africa has become a well established and efficient 
institution. It is most beneficial to the colonists. It has secured 
an access to the natives. In its department of schools, it is laying 
a deep and:broad foundation, on which the Church, in the next 
generation, may build with confidence. Nothing should be per- 
mitted to discourage this noble enterprise for Christ. Nothing 
should be wanting on our part, that it be perfect and entire, for 
its great work. The committee sympathize most tenderly with 
these brethren, whom God has honored in this service for His 
Son, in the sickness, suffering and sorrow to which He has been 
pleased to call them ; and commend them, in their prayers, to the 
abounding consolations of that gracious Ong, from whom all com- 
fort comes. But they are well assured that neither life nor death 
can damp in them the ardor of their love for Christ; nor for one 
moment weigh with duty and desire in their determined self- 
devotion to the souls for which He died. Commercial enterprise 
never is repressed, military service never is declined, the honors 
and emoluments of office are never foregone, from any thought or 
fear of sickness or of death. Surely not then the merchandise 
for souls. Surely not then the warfare of the Cross. Surely not 
then the missionary’s, whose privilege it is to be the martyr’s 
crown. The redemption of Africa from heathendom and hell, 
as it is through the Cross which Jesus bore for men, so it must 
be by the Cross which men are called to bear for Him. We are 
no soldiers of the Crucified, to shrink from crucifixion. It be- 
comes every day more necessary that a Bishop should be sent to 
Afriva. There are candidates prepared for confirmation. Where 
is our Paul or Barnabas, our Titus or our Timothy ? 

In the views expressed in the report, in relation to the mission at 
Crete, the committee entirely concur ; and they do not doubt the 
wisdom of the course proposed in relation to the school at Athens. 
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The mission to China has more than realized the expectation of 
its most sanguine friends. Not only has the access to that mighty 
nation, dntsinipaeibi in the last report, been freely established, and 
the way opened for the Cross into the very heart of China; but 
the missionary himself is here, after six years of unremitting de- 
votion to his work, with all the qualifications which time, study 
and experience alone can give, to tell us of the acceptation which 
the mission finds among all sorts and conditions of men, and to 
assure us, on the amplest grounds of conviction, that no mission 
to the heathen can be more encouraging than that to the Chinese. 
Well and truly may this Church thank.God for the eminent 
privilege bestowed on her of planting and maintaining, for six 
years, the Gospel in the Church upon the confines of that land of 
mystery and shadows ; and being the first to enter in when that 
old wall was broken through, and take possession, in the Saviour’s 
name. ‘The vantage-ground thus granted to us must not be lost. 
The pledge thus given must not be forfeited. It is our bounden 
duty, in sending Dr. Boone back to the work to which his life is 
dedicated, to send him not alone. This duty is confirmed, while 
it is encouraged by the fact, the work of God in human hearts, 
that by two members of the Church, the support of three mission- 
aries to China, for a term of years, has been guarantied to the 
Board. The committee refer with great pleasure to the clear 
and conclusive arguments by which the report enforces the duty 
of furnishing the China mission with an apostolic head. It is 
suggested, in reply to this, by some, that the Church of England, 
abundant in good works, and leading in the fore-front of the mis- 
sionary host, will send a Bishop to China. Most probably she 
will. She will scarcely do less for the millions there, than she 
has done for New-Zealand. But what is that to us? How does 
that affect our duty in the premises? Are we to have no presby- 
ters in China, because she has just appointed a chaplain to 
Hong Kong? Or does the statute of limitations lie only against 
Bishops? No. China is ours, for duty and devotion, by the right 
of pre-occupation. That duty and devotion we owe to God for 
her. England cannot discharge it for us, however nobly she may 
meet her own. As well might we doubt about the extension of 
our mission at Cape Palmas, because she contemplates a colonial 
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Bishop at the Cape of Good Hope. Doubtless, christian courtesy, 
and the economy of christian effort, require that we should confer 
in this great matter with our sister Church. Doubtless, into such 
a conference she will come with her great heart. Three hundred 
millions of heathen souls give “ample room, and verge enough,” 
for our united efforts. A plan of co-operation can. be concerted 
by correspondence with the proper authorities in England. How 
beautiful a spectacle! A Bishop and his clergy from the branch 
of Christ’s Catholic Church in England, and a Bishop and his 
clergy from the branch of Christ’s Catholic Church in America, 
pouring their common prayers, plying their utmost efforts, in the 
heart of that one empire, which, five years ago, seemed most 
effectually delivered over ‘to Satan, to be tormented,” and the 
very last that hope could dream of to fulfil that gracious promise 
of the Scriptures, that the kingdoms of this world shall all be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ! 

The committee have most carefully considered the part of 
the report which treats of Eastern missions. They rejoice 
greatly in the statement of what has been done and is doing in 
the furtherance of the mission to Mesopotamia. To learn from 
it that two missionaries are appointed for that work, and that the 
entire support of at least one of them is supplied from individual 
sources, they regard as well fulfilling the hopes of the Board in 
relation to this mission, as expressed last year. The committee 
‘commend the mission to Mesopotamia in the strongest terms to 
the interests and energies of the Church. Asa means of securing 
‘its efficiency, the committee, after a careful examination of the 
whole case, decidedly and urgently recommend the continuance 
of the mission at Constantinople, and the re-appointment of the 
late able and devoted missionary. The Board will bear in mind 
that the Rev. Mr. Southgate was originally sent out to explore 
the ground for our exertions in the East, and to report as to the 
duty and practicability of attempting the revival and restoration 
of the ancient churches there, on catholic principles, and as to the 
mode of its accomplishment. In this most delicate and most im- 
portant work, the Board have also had the benefit of the known 
abilities, tried experience, and unwearied devotion of the earliest 
foreign missionary from this Church, the Rev. Dr. Robertson. It 
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has been on the report and recommendation of one or the other, 
or both of these, that our whole course of Eastern missions has 
thus far proceeded. It will be seen, by reference to last year’s 
report, how distinctly and confidently the Foreign Committee 
referred the Board, and the whole Church, in the matter of the 
Mesopotamian mission, to the judgment of Mr. Southgate. On 
’ that judgment, expressed at the latest possible dates, the existence 
of the mission in Mesopotamia involves the necessity of an agency 
of this Church at Constantinople. Nor only on that judgment ; 
but in the judgment also of the Bishop of Gibraltar, who has 
lately visited Constantinople, and of the able and experienced 
Secretary of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts, the Rev. Ernest Hawkins. The whole question 
of the relations of this Church to the Churches in the East, and 
its bearing upon Mahometanism, and upon the various forms of 
Oriental idolatry, is involved, in the firm belief of this committee, 
in the question of the mission at Constantinople. It is, what its 
familiar name implies, ‘the Porte,” the gate of the Kastern world. 
It is through it that the Cross must go forth, conquering and to con- 
quer, against the Crescent, and the idols of the Kast, as well as in 
its (surely not less congenial) office of strengthening “ the things 
which remain, which are ready to die.” It is to it that the missiona- 
ries of the Cross, scattered over that vast wilderness of supersti- 
tion, error and heathenism, must constantly repair, for information 
and for influence, in carrying on their arduous work. There must 
be there a sympathising heart, a contriving head, and an effective 
hand, or the case of pilgrims in the desert, without shade or water, 
will but feebly represent the condition of our eastern missionaries. 
Under a full and careful view of the case, the committee are 
of opinion, that if but one mission were to be established in the 
East, and all were to be done, Constantinople should be the 
place, as the most certain to give power for future operations. 
But the Board have not now to deal with a new case. ThisCharch 
has been represented at Constantinople for years. Fraternal 
greetings have been exchanged between the Bishops of this 
Church and the Eastern Bishops. They have been assured of 
our interest inthem. They have cordially received the assurance. 
They have been brought to rely on it. Their habits are not con- 
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versant with change and fluctuation. They will look upon us, if 
we fail them now, as flattering to deceive their hopes. At least, 
they will think of us as unstable, and not to be relied on. Our 
influence with the whole East will thus be lost. The opportunity 
to bring the East and the West together, in the catholic bond of 
faith and love, and thus attest to the outer world, by the unity of 
the Church, the divine mission of her ascended Head—the very 
test which He himself adopted, ‘ that the world may believe that 
Thou hast sent Me”—will have passed by, it may be, for long 
ages. Under the weight of these and such considerations, the 
committee earnestly entreat that the Board will instruct their 
foreign agents to continue the mission at Constantinople, and to 
continue the Rev. Mr. Southgate as the missionary there, on the 
grounds heretofore taken, and for the purposes heretofore declared, 
and subject to the instructions heretofore furnished, and such 
others in accordance with them as may, from time to time, be 
given. And they hesitate the less in doing this, from the fact 
which is before them, that the Rev. Dr. Robertson, in his strong 
conviction of the importance of that station, has procured a per- 
sonal subscription, for five years, amounting to nearly (if not-quite) 
one half of the salary required; which subscription may be still 
increased, and will be placed at the disposal of the Foreign Com- 
mittee. If then, as is believed, the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, in consideration of services which 
Mr. Southgate may render to their interior missions, should con- 
sent to pay the annual sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, there 
will remain to be provided not more than five hundred dollars, to 
preserve the mission at Constantinople, and to continue to the 
cause of “ Christ and the Church” the service of the able, faith- 
ful and experienced missionary. 

In conclusion, the committee regret to observe, in the language 
of the Report, a frequent reference to the means actually at the 
disposal of the Foreign Committee, as limiting them in the pro- 
posal to the Church of plans of usefulness and duty. No such 
limitation can be recognized. ‘ We walk by faith, not by sight.” 
It is for us to propose, wisely, prudently, confidently. It is for 
the Church to supply the means. Unless the trumpet give a cer- 
tain sound, ‘‘ who will prepare himself forthe battle?” It is for 
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us to lead the fight against the enemies of God. The sacramental 
host will not forsake our banner, if it bear, distinct and bright, 
the blazon of the Cross. ‘ The God of hosts is with us,’ and His 
very name 1s victory. 

The committee offer for adoption by the Board the following 
resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That the best reliance of the Board for the means 
to carry on its work, is on the plan of systematic charity, faithfully 
carried out by the pastors and people of the Church. 

2. Resolved, That in the liberal pledges and generous bequests 
which have been Jately made, in addition to the general ‘ offer- 
ings of the Church,” to aid the missionary enterprise, the Board 
acknowledges with gratitude the Spirit of God moving in the 
hearts of His believing people. 

3. Resolved, That a committee of be appointed to con- 
sider and report on the propriety of procuring an act of incorpora- 
tion for the Board of Missions, to enable it to receive and hold 
property, and to do all other necessary things, as a body corporate. 

4. Resolved, That the Board continue to urge, in every proper 
way, the appointment of a Missionary Bishop to superintend our 
operations in the west of Africa. 

5. Resolved, That it is necessary to the redemption of the 
Church’s pledge to China, in sending a missionary there, and to 
the grateful acknowledgment of God’s blessing on his work, not 
only to increase the number of laborers in that field, but to send 
a Bishop at their head; and, inasmuch as it is understood to be 
probable that the sister Church of England will shortly propose 
the establishment of a bishopric to supervise her missions there, 
therefore, further— 

6. Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed from this 
Board, to open a correspondence with the proper authorities, as 
to the best mode in which the churches can co-operate in this 
labor of love without interference with each other. 

7. Resolved, That the Board approve the most vigorous prose- 
cution of the mission to Mesopotamia. 

8. Resolved, That, as esscntial to the success of this mission, 
and of our future operations in the East, as well as in redemption 
of the Church’s pledge of affectionate interest in our brethren of 
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‘the household of faith,” in those regions, and in acknowledg- 
ment of the blessing which God has vouchsafed to our Jabors 
there, the mission at Constantinople be continued by the Foreign 
Committee, and the Rev. Mr. Southgate re-appointed the mission- 
ary there. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

G. W. Doane, 

M. H. Henperson, 

J. L. Watson, Committee. 

R. H. Garptner, 

JOSEPH SANDS, 


On motion of the Bishop of New-Jersey, the blank in the 3d 
Resolution was filled with the number three. 

The Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th 6th and 7th resolutions were then seve- 
rally adopted. 

The 8th resolution being under consideration, it was, on motion 
of the Rev. Mr. Cooke, laid on the table. 

The Bishop of Ohio offered the following resolution which was 
adopted. 

Resolved, That, forasmuch as it is highly important that the 
members of the Church be informed as to the whole amount of 
missionary work done by the Church at home, as well under 
diocesan arrangements, as under those of the Board: therefore, 
the Domestic Committee be instructed in preparing its Annual 
Reports, to take measures to obtain from the several dioceses a 
statement of the number of missionaries employed in the same 
respectively, independently of the Board, and also of the amount 
of money expended in the support of said missionaries, year by 
year, and to print such statements substantially in the Appendix 
of the Annual Report. 


On motion of Mr. Newton, it was 

Resolved, That when this Board adjourns, it will adjourn to 
meet at this place at 6 A. M. to-morrow. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Mead, it was 
_ Resolved, That the Sth resolution submitted by the committee 
on the Annual Report of the Foreign Committee be the order of 
the day at half past 6 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow. 
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On motion of Mr. Gardiner, it was 
Resolved, That this Board will attend the missionary meeting 
to be held in Grace Church this evening at half past 7 o’clock. 


June 23d, 6 o’clock, A. M. 

The Board met. 

Present: The Rt. Rev. the Bishops of New-York, North Carolina, 
Ohio, New-Jersey, North Western Diocese, Maryland, Delaware, 
and Massachusetts: the Rev. Messrs. Balch, Bedell, Burroughs, 
Dorr, Edson, Haight, Hare, Harris, Hawks, Henderson, Jones, 
Mead, Milnor, Robertson, Smallwood, Suddards, Van Pelt, Wain- 
wright ; and Messrs. Gardiner, Huntington, Minturn, Newton, 
Peet, Sands, Winston, and Woolley. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-York being the senior Bishop 
present, presided, and opened the meeting with prayer. 

The Secretary stated that he had been unwell at the com- 
mencement of the session, and being much fatigued by the duties 
of his office, he on that account asked for the appointment of an 
Assistant Secretary. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was 

Resolved, That an Assistant Secretary be appointed. 

On the nomination of the Secretary, the Rev. J. Dixon Carder 
was appointed Assistant Secretary. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and approved, 

The Rev. Mr. Harris called up the resolution submitted by 
himself yesterday afternoon, which, on motion, was adopted. 

The following resolutions, submitted by the Rev. Mr. Harris 
were, on motion, adopted. 

Resolved, That the Proceedings of this Board, attested by its 
Secretary, be referred to the two Committees for publication. 

Resolved, That the Proceedings of the Board be printed in the 
Spirit of Missions, and that 500 copies be printed from the same 
types as a separate pamphlet, with the usual title page prefixed, 
for the use of the Board. 

Resolved, That the reports of the Treasurers be printed with 
the Proceedings of the Board. 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of the two Committees be au- 
thorized to draw at their discretion on the Domestic and Foreign 
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Funds in equal parts for the incidental expenses attending the 
present meeting of the Board. 

Resolved, That the travelling expenses of the Secretary of the 
Board be paid. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be presented to the 
Treasurers of the Domestic and Foreign Committees for their 
gratuitous services. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be presented to the 
Secretary for his gratuitous services. 

On motion of the Bishop of Massachusetts, it was 

Resolved, That the resolution in relation to the travelling ex- 
penses of the Secretary be a standing rule of the Board. 

The Rev. Dr. Milnor moved the reconsideration of the resolu- 
tion touching the disposition of trust funds; and the motion was 
carried. The resolution being under consideration, on motion of 
Mr. Newton it was indefinitely postponed. 

The. hour of half past six having arrived, the order of business, 
being the eighth resolution submitted by the committee on the 
Annual Report of the Foreign Committee, was taken up. 

Pending the consideration of this resolution, on motion of the 
Bishop of Maryland, the further consideration was suspended and 
made the order of business at 10 o’clock this morning. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Hawks, it was 

Resolved, That the Board take a recess until 9-0’clock, A. M. 


9 o'clock, A. M. 
The Board met. 


Present: The Rt. Rev. the Bishops of New-York, North Carolina, 
Ohio, New-Jersey, North Western Diocese, Maryland, Delaware 
and Massachusetts ; the Rev. Messrs. Balch, Baury, Bedell, Bur- 
roughs, Cooke, Dorr, Edson, Haight, Hare, Harris, Henderson, 
Hawks, Jones, Mead, Milnor, Robertson, Smallwood, Suddards, 
Van Pelt, Vinton, Wainwright and Watson; and Messrs. De 
Peyster, Gardiner, Huntington, Minturn, Newton, Peet, Sands, 
Winston and: Woolley. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of the North Western Diocese, being 
the senior Bishop present at the opening of the meeting, presided. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and ap- 
proved, the Rev. Dr. Mead offered the following resolution, viz: 
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Resolved, That at two o’clock to-day this Board will adjourn 
to meet in St. John’s Chapel, New-York, on Tuesday, the 27th 
inst., at 9 o’clock, A. M. 

Which, on motion of Mr: Newton, was ordered to be laid on 
the table. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Harris, the following resolutions 
were adopted :— 


Resolved, That the hext annual meeting of the Board be held 
at St. John’s Charch, in the city of New-York, on the Wednesday 
preceding the annual meeting of the Trustees of the General 
Theological Seminary for 1844. 

Resolved, To add the following to the standing rules of the 
Board: That on the second evening of the session of the Board, 
a public missionary meeting be held, under the direction of the 
senior Bishop present, assisted by the Secretary of the Board and 
the Secretaries of the two Committees. 

The Bishop of Maryland, on behalf of the Chairman of the 
committee on the Annual Report of the Domestic Committee, 
presented the following report : 


The Committee to whom was referred the Annual Report of the 
Domestic Committee, beg leave to report: 

That they have given it their attentive consideration, and find 
in it much that affords encouragement and much that calls for 
praise. 

It is evident that the Committee has acted energetically and 
faithfully in discharge of its high trust, and in the amount of its 
doings presented to the Board, there is the rare combination of 
copious minuteness with succinct brevity. 

From the reports of the Missionary Bishops, and other reports 
referred to by the Domestic Committee, as well as from the state- 
ment of facts contained in the Annual Report, your committee 
gather that the Church in the West has never been more pros- 
perous, and yet never more urgently needed aid. With its 
growth, its demands for men and money to sustain them increase, 
and must be expected to increase. The widening circumference 
of the circle which our operations are extending, multiplies the 
points at which those operations have to be conducted, and affords 
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toeach of those engaged in them a wider range of duty and re- 
sponsibility. ‘The Domestic Committee lays a stress, which your 
committee deems no more than is called for, on the necessity of 
better provision for our missionaries, with a view to securing the 
services of men of experience and good pretensions, and retaining 
those of the tried and faithfullaborer. The regulations which the 
annual Report proposes for the purpose of giving consistency and 
efficiency to our Western operations, carefully considered, and 
with some modifications, are offered at the close of this report, in 
the form of resolutions, for adoption by the Board, if it so please. 

The committee have great satisfaction in finding, that the trea- 
sury of this Department has been principally supplied with funds 
from ordinary efforts. They rejoice in the success of the extraor- 
dinary effort on Quinquagesima Sunday to relieve the actual and 
expected embarrassments of that period. But they “rejoice with 
trembling”—knowing that the Quinquagesima collection was the 
result of an effort, designed to produce general and systematic 
contributions that should give permanency, uniformity, and abun- 
dance, to the supplies of the treasury; yet they have reason to 
fear that the design has failed, and that the collection was in re- 
ality the fruit of special excitement, and, so far as they know and 
believe, all such efforts of other religious bodies, both in this coun- 
try and in England, have been attended with most disastrous 
consequences. In the opinion of your committee, it rests on the 
Bishops especially, and through them, on the clergy of the re- 
spective dioceses, to call forth regularly, and systematically, the 
resources of the Church, so as to render unnecessary all extraor- 
dinary efforts—to relieve the minds of the Committees respectively, 
from all undue anxiety on the subject of funds, and thereby enable 
them to do that effectually which was the design of the Church in 
their appointment, to wit, the managing, with prudence and ability, 
the resources confided to them. Until the respective dioceses 
shall rightly understand and truly discharge their duty in this re- 
spect, without expecting or desiring promptings from abroad, the: 
work of the Church will not be perfectly accomplished. 

The plan of drawing the attention of the young of the Church, 
to the duty and privilege of taking an active interest in its mission- 
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ary operations, by asking them to contribute to its support, either 
as collected together in Sunday schools, or otherwise, on some 
given day, and especially on Christmas day, annually, has the 
hearty approval of your committee, and they therefore hope the 
Board will recommend to the Domestic Committee to pursue it, 
and make it as general as possible. 

The suggestion of the Domestic Executive Committee, that mis- 
sionaries be required to send to it, a duplicate of the statistics of 
their respective stations they now render to their Bishops—the 
omission to do which, may be a ground for withholding of their 
salaries, your committee approve, and recommend the Board to 
adopt—experience having shown that some regulation of the kind 
is necessary ; that the Church may be furnished, annually, with 
a complete account of the doings of the Department, which it does 
not now possess, and for a variety of reasons cannot obtain. 

With regard to Indian missions, your committee most cheerfully 
enter into the views expressed in the Annual Report before them: 
but inasmuch as the measures proposed are at once of more grave 
importance and more novel in character than any yet undertaken: 
in the missionary operations of the Church, they deem it but 
proper, before action by the Board, to spread the matter before 
the Church, and secure for it the most deliberate and careful con-: 
sideration. They therefore recommend the appointment of a 
committee, whose duty it shall be to consider the scheme now 
submitted to the Board and report thereon at its next annual 
meeting, and in the meanwhile to notify every Diocesan Conven- 
tion of the fact that such a scheme is under consideration by this, 
Board, with a view to its presentation in the next general Con-) 
vention. 

On the subject of the colored part of our population, your com-. 
mittee, while they agree in the opinion of the Domestic Committee, 
that this field of ministerial labor greatly needs cultivation, have. 
doubts whether it can properly be made the sphere of distinct 
missionary operations, ‘l'wo considerations seein to them to 
stand in the way of recognizing it as such. First, that sucha. 
recognition would tend to interfere with existing relations and 
responsibilities, weakening the claim of a large portion of thos 
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meant to be benefitted by other provision for their spiritual needs, 
and exonerating from their admitted responsibilities those bound 
to make such provision: and secondly, because it would tend to 
broaden and perpetuate distinctions, which, whetber needful or 
not in civil life, cannot be known in the Church of God, which 
feeds with the same word and sacrament the master and the 
slave, and nourishes in the same bosom, as children whom she 
has brought forth to God, the white and colored, the bond and 
free. Any further separation between such classes in provision 
for their spiritual needs, your committee believe to be undesirable, 
and fraught with danger; and whereas such separation is neces- 
sarily involved in the recognition of the colored population as ob- 
jects of a distinct branch of missionary effort, your committee 
deem it better to leave the direction of such efforts, (for which 

they trust the Board and its organs will always be ready when- 
ever and wherever special circumstances may render them advi- 
sable) to the wisdom of the Domestic Committee and the Bishops 
with whom it may be called on to co-operate in the matter, as 
occasions shall arise. 

Your committee have with pleasure perceived that the state of 
the Jews, commended to the attention of the Domestic Committee 
at the last annual meeting of the Board, has accordingly been a 
subject of inquiry, and while they hope that the Domestic Com- 
mittee will not cease to prosecute still further and more thoroughly 
such inquiry, cordially concur in recommending to the Board to 
empower it to commence action so soon as the contributions of any 
portion of the Church shall evince an interest sufficient to sus- 
tain it. 

With relation to the condition of German and French residents 
in this country, brought before the notice of the Board by the re- 
port of the Domestic Committee, it does not appear to your com- 
mittee that other action is required than a direction to the Domestic 
Committee to make inquiries on the subject, and report at its next 
annual meeting such information as may enable the Board to take 
intelligent action in the premises. 

Your committee have only, i in conclusion, to offer their ‘vila 


recommendations embodied in resolutions for the consideration of 
e Board. 
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1. Resolved, That every missionary ought to receive, including 
the annual value of house and glebe, and all other source of fixed 
income, if married, at least $500 ; if unmarried, at least $250 ;— 
the portion of this amount to be paid by the Board in each case, 
and the portion to be expected from the station, to be fixed by the 
Bishop of the diocese. 

2. Resolved, That on the failure of any station to pay its pro- 
portion of the income of the missionary during twelve months suc- 
cessively, such station be discontinued, unless the Bishop of the 
diocese declare that in his judgment it has done all it could. 

3. Resolved, That the amount to be paid by the Board toward 
the support of any missionary shall -be paid in full only for one 
year, or if need be, for a second, and thereafter shall be diminished 
at least one fifth annually, until at the expiration of the fifth year, 
at furthest, it shall totally cease. 

4, Resolved, That in any diocese to which the Board shall 
have appropriated $2000 per annum, if the income of the Bishop 
thereof do not exceed $500, raised for him by the diocese, the 
Committee shall have power to appropriate for his support $500 
per annum, or any less sum, equal to that raised by the diocese, 
upon such Bishop’s taking charge of the missionary station, of his 
selection, within the diocese: and in any diocese to which the 
Board shall have appropriated a Jess sum than $2000 per annum, 
the Committee shall have power to appropriate any sum less than 
$250, on like conditions. 

5. Resolved, That the salary of any missionary leaving the 
diocese in which he is stationed, in quest of aid in the erection of 
a church, shall cease with such egress, and be again continuable 
on his return, only by a vote of the Committee at the recommenda- 
tion of his Bishop. 

6. Resolved, That in the administration of the oulsitie De- 
partment of the general missionary work of the Church referred 
to the Committee during the recess of the Board, the appointment 
of stations and of missionaries, and the ordering of missions, be 
with the Bishops within the limits of their respective dioceses ; 
the collectionand appropriation of funds, and the prescription of 
the additional conditions on which they may be enjoyed; to be 
with the Domestic Committee duly convened and acting. 
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7. Whereas in some part of the missionary field a sparse popu- 
lation seems to require itinerant or associated missionaries, while 
in others a settled or isolated missionary may be preferable, 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Domestic Committee, acting 
by and with the advice of the Bishop of the diocese convened in 
every instance, to determine where and under what special regu- 
lations, as to salary and station or circuit, itinerant or associated 
missions may be advisable. 

&. Resolved, That a committee of be appointed to 
prepare a list of books suitable for a Missionary Library, and re- 
port the same‘to this Board at its next annual meeting. 

9. Resolved, That the same committee be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of furnishing such a library for each 
missionary station, and if expedient, to devise measures for its 
accomplishment, and report on both points to this Board at its 
next annual meeting. 

10. Resolved, That the Domestic Committee is authorized to 
require from the missionaries duplicates of the reports of the sta- 
tistics of their several stations now rendered by them to their 
respective Bishops. 

11. Resolved, That a committee of be appointed to 
take into consideration the scheme of an Indian mission offered to 
this Board by the Domestic Committee, to report thereon at the 
next annual meeting of the Board, and in the meanwhile to notify 
every Diocesan Convention of the Church that such a scheme is. 
under consideration in this Board, with a view to its presentation 
to the next General Convention. 

12. Resolved, That until the further action of this Board on the 
scheme proposed, the Domestic Committee be instructed and: 
empowered to open and carry on such correspondence with the: 
Indian Department of the Government of the United States, or 
such other sources of information as the Committee may deem: 
advisable with a view to facilitate the Church’s future action in: 
the premises. 

13. Resolved, That this Board considers the care of the colored’ 
population in the several dioceses as properly belonging to the’ 
diocesan authorities, and, as in other domestic missions, will be’ 


avd 
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ready, in its discretion, to make appropriations for special efforts in 
behalf of the colored part of the population of any diocese when- 
ever the ecclesiastical authorities may deem that peculiar circum- 
stances render them advisable. 

14. Resolved, That the Domestic Committee be authorized 
and requested to adopt either of the measures recommended in 
their report, for the Promotion of Christianity among the Jews in 
the United States, which, in their judgment shall be deemed most 
advisable, whenever the funds necessary for sustaining the ex- 
penses of such measures shall be supplied or pledged by any 
diocese, or by any congregation or individuals. 

15. Resclved, That the Domestic Committee be instructed to 
institute inquiry as to the number, location and spiritual needs, of 
French and German residents in this country, and as to the op- 
portunities of providing for them by any action of this Board. 

Upon so much of the report as relates to seamen, boatmen, &c., 
your committee offer the following resolution : 

16. Resolved, That while feeling a deep interest in this class 
of men, and a full appreciation of the importance of having more 
attention paid to their spiritual interests than they have received 
from the Church in times past, the Board thinks that in view of the 
existing state of their finances, and the many and urgent calls 
made upon them, this important field of labor must for the present 
be affectionately referred to the consideration of the missionary 
societies of the respective dioceses. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

L. 8. Ives; 

Jackson KeEmpEr, 

W. R. WuirrincHaM, 
J. M. Wainwricut, 
J. HensHaw, 

C. Burrovens, 
Epwarp A. Newron, 
8S. H. Hunrineron, 
Frepvericx T. Pret. 


The 1st and 2d resolutions connected with the report, were 
adopted. 
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Pending the consideration of the 3d resolution, the Rev. Mr. 
Balch offered the following as a substitute for said resolution : 


Resolved, That it be recommended to the Domestic Committee, 
not henceforward to aid any station for longer than five years, 
unless that station makes some effort to sustain itself satisfactory 
to the Bishop within whose diocese it shall be. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Harris, 

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Balch’s proposed substitute be 
laid on the table. 

The hour of 10 having arrived, on motion of the Rev. Mr. Cooke, 
the order of the day was referred to a special committee. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishops of North-Carolina, New-Jersey and 
Maryland, the members of the Foreign Committee present, and 
the Rev. Mr. Cooke, were appointed the committee. 

The Rey. Mr. Balch called up his substitute for consideration. 

The Rev. Mr. Haight submitted the following also as a substi- 
tute: 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Board, the appropriations 
to the several domestic missionary stations should be annually so 
reduced as to terminate, as a general rule, within six years. 


Mr. Newton moved the indefinite postponement of the resolu- 
tion and the substitutes, which was lost. 

On motion, the substitute proposed by the Rev. Mr. uot was 
adopted. 

The 4th resolution being under consideration, it was, on motion 
of the Rev. Mr. Harris, 

Resolved, to amend it by striking out the words: ‘upon the 
Bishop’s taking charge ofa missionary station of his selection 
within the diocese.” 

The Rev. Dr. Hawks proposed the following as a substitute 
for the fourth resolution, which was adopted. 


Resolved, That in any diocese now having a Bishop, or now 
recognized as a portion of the domestic missionary field, and to 
which the Board shall have appropriated $1000 per annum, if the 
income of the Bishop thereof do not exceed $500 raised for him 
by the diocese, the Committee shall have power to appropriate 
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for his support $500 per annum, or any less sum, equal to that 
raised by the diocese, in consideration of said Bishop’s super- 
vising the missionary operations within his diocese. 

The 5th resolution being under consideration, it was, on mo- 
tion of the Rev. Dr. Hawks, , 

Resolved to suspend the further.consideration of said resolution. 

The Rev. Mr. Balch gave notice that ata suitable time he would 
submit the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Domestic Committee be recommended to 
adopt such measures as they may deem most expedient, for the 
purpose of endowing a bishopric to the Indians. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Board the sum of ——— 
will be a sufficient endowment of said bishopric. 


The chairman of the special committee, to whom the order 
of the day was referred, submitted the following report and reso- 
lution—whereupon, on motion, the resolution was unanimously 
adopted. . 

The undersigned, the Chairman of the Committee of Confer- 
ence, appointed by this Board on the subject of the Mission to 
Constantinople, reports in behalf of the Committee— 

That after a full, free and friendly interchange of views with 
the members of the Foreign Committee present, with their late 
Secretary, it appeared to the Committee of Conference, that the 
action of the Foreign Committee in the premises was entirely 
justifiable under the circumstances of the case. And the mem- 
bers of the Foreign Committee present, in consideration of the 
earnest representations of the Bishops of North Carolina, New- 
Jersey and Maryland, that the mission to Constantinople should 
be continued, and the Rev. Mr. Southgate be re-appointed to that 
station; and it being understood that pledges for a considerable 
amount of the salary for five years were in hand, cordially agreed 
to the continuance of the mission, and the re-appointment of the 
Rev. Mr. Southgate, and therefore they recommend the adoption 
of the resolution appended to the report of the Special Committee 


on the report of the Foreign Committee touching this subject. 
rere . L. S. Ives, Chairman. 
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The 5th resolution, connected with the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the Report of the Domestic Committee, was 
taken up for consideration and adopted. 

The 6th and 7th resolutions were adopted. 

On motion, the blank in the 8th resolution was filled with the 
number three; and the resolution, as thus amended, was adopted. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishops of North-Carolina, New-Jersey and 
Maryland, were appointed the committee. 

The 9th and 10th resolutions were adopted. 

The 11th and 12th resolutions being under consideration, were, 
on motion of the Rev. Dr. Hawks, referred back to the commit- 
tee on the Domestic Report. 

On motion ofthe Rev. Dr. Hawks, the committee had leave to 
withdraw. ' 

On motion of the Bishop of New-Jersey, the 13th resolution 
was laid on the table. 

The 14th, 15th, and 16th resolutions were adopted. 

The Committee on the Domestic Report returned and sub- 
mitted the 11th and 12th resolutions, amended as follows, which 
were adopted. — 


Resolved, That a committee of three Bishops, two presbyters, 
and two laymen, be appointed to take into consideration the 
scheme of an Indian mission offered to this Board by the Domes- 
tic Committee, to report thereon at the next annual meeting of 
the Board, and in the meanwhile to notify every Diocesan Con- 
vention of the Church, that such a scheme is under consideration 
in this Board with a view to its presentation at the next General 
Convention. 

Resolved, That until the further action of the Board on the 
scheme proposed for establishing an Indian Diocese, the Domestic 
Committee be instructed and empowered to open and carry on 
such correspondence with the Indian Department of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, or such other sources of information, or 
take such other steps, as the Committee may deem advisable, 
with a view to facilitate the Church’s future action in the premises. 


The Rt. Rev. the Bishops of New-Jersey, Maryland, and De- 
laware, the Rev. Dr. Dorr, the Rev. Mr. Hare, and Messrs. De 
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Peyster and Wharton were appointed the committee provided 
for by the 12th resolution. 

The Rev. Mr. Balch submitted the resolution of which he gave 
notice, touching the endowment of an Indian Bishopric, which, 
on motion, was adopted. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, To fill the blank in this resolution with $20,000, 

The resolution was then adopted. 

The 13th resolution connected with the report of the committee 
on the Domestic Committee’s report was called up and adopted. 

The Rev. Mr. Harris presented and read the following com- 
munication from the Bishop of Georgia, in relation to the proposed 
Indian Bishopric, which, on motion of the Bishop of New-Jer- 
sey, was ordered to be entered on the minutes, and referred to 
the committee provided forin the 11th resolution of the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the report of the Domestie 
Committee. 


Savannah, Georgia, June 12th, 1843, 


To the Domestic Committee of the Missionary Socvety 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


BRETHREN IN THE Lorp: 

Several gentlemen of the Associate Congregations of Christ 
Church and St. John’s, Savannah, have authorized me to send 
you their pledge for Five Hundred Dollars annually, in sup- 
port of a Bishop among the Indian tribes recently collected by 
the United States government west of the Mississippi. This 
pledge to continue for five years, and its payment to commence 
with the election and consecration of a Bishop over that mission- 
ary field. 

They feel that the Indian Mission has peculiar claims upon the 
Church in Georgia, inasmuch as the Creeks and Cherokees are 
remnants of natives that once inhabited the soil which is embraced 
within its limits. Gladly would they do more, but the demands 
upon an infant diocese for missionary service and church building 
are such as to prevent the indulgence of their earnest desire to 
render to the Indians spiritual things for the worldly things which 

¥vOL, VIII. 27 
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they have received at their hands. May this work of righteous- 
ness go on and prosper. 
Very affectionately, in the bonds of the Gospel, 
Your brother and fellow laborer, 
SrerHen Exxiott, Jr., 
Bishop of the Diocese of Georgia. 


The Rev. Dr. Wainwright submitted the following preamble 
and resolution, which were adopted. 


Two communications from respectable sources, addressed to 
the Board, complaining of the tendency of an editorial article 
which appeared in the March number of the Spirit of Missions, 
having been read—on motion, Resolved, That this Board, regard- 
ing the authority intrusted to it by the Church as restricting it 
exclusively to questions connected with the management of the 
missionary work, and never having held itself responsible for 
opinions expressed by the Editors of the Spirit of Missions, and 
having now by a resolution directed this assertion of irresponsi- 
bility to be distinctly placed upon the cover of the future numbers 
of this periodical, does not deem it expedient, or as coming 
within the limits of its powers to make communications of the na- 
ture of those now under consideration the subject of any action. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Board transmit a copy of 
this resolution to the parties concerned. 


The Rev. Dr. Hawks moved to reconsider so much of the Pro- 
ceedings yesterday as related to the appointment of a Secretary 
for the Foreign Committee ; and the motion was carried. 

On motion of the same, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to nominate 
a suitable person for the office of Secretary and General Agent 
for the Foreign Committee. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Ohio, and the Rev. Drs. Hawks 
and Burroughs, were appointed. 

Mr. Huntington called up the resolution connected with the 
report of the special committee appointed in December last, upon. 
reducing some of the salaries of the Board. 

Mr. Newton called for the division of the question. 
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The first part of the resolution, viz: 
Resclved, That the salary of $2000, now given to the Secreta- 
ries and General Agents, be reduced twenty-five per cent; was 


The second part, on the call of the Bishop of North Carolina, 
was divided so as to take the question in the following words, 
first, viz: that the salaries of the Missionary Bishops be reduced 
twenty-five per cent. 

Mr. Huntington moved to lay the subject on the table, and the 
motion was carried. 

Mr. Huntington then moved that the salary of $2000, for the 
Secretaries, be understood to include all expenses for clerk hire, 
which, on motion, was laid on the table. 

The Committee appointed to nominate candidates for the office 
of Secretary and General Agent, nominated two clergymen, and 
other nominations were made, when the Rev. Dr. Mead moved 
the indefinite postponement of the subject, which was adopted. 

Mr. Huntington called up the subject of clerk hire, as a part 
of the salary of the Secretaries and General Agents. , 

The Rey. Mr. Balch moved the indefinite postponement of 
the whole subject of salaries, which was adopted. 

The Chairman of the Committee to whom the account of the 
Treasurer of the Foreign Committee was referred, presented 
the following report: 


The committee to whom was referred the account of the Trea- 
surer of this Board in the Foreign Department, respectfully report 
that they have examined the same and find it duly audited, and 
recommend that it be received and printed with the Journal of 


this Board. 
Freperickx T. Preset, 


Epwarp A. Newron, 
AutFrrep L. Baury. 


Boston, June 23d, 1843. 


On motion, it was 
Resolved, That the report of the Treasurer of the Foreign De- 


partment be received and printed with the Proceedings of the 
Board. 


, 
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On motion of the Rev. Dr. Mead, it was 

Resolved, That after uniting in suitable devotions, the Board 
adjourn. ; 

The Board then united in singing the 210th hymn, and in 
prayer offered by the Bishop of New-York. 


The Board adjourned sine die. 
Attest. P. Van Pett, Secretary. 


